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A NARRATIVE, &c. 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


Aurora, Oct. 1, 1883. 


My Dear Friends.—When I commenced writing it was to a broth- 
Fer in the state of Maine, who Iknew was ignorant of my sufferings, but 
“after being solicited by my friends and acquaintance to publish a nar- 
“rative of them, I have therefore complied with great reluctance. 
___ Lam not insensible of my inability to write, but hope and trust that 
_the imperfections of this little narrative will be overlooked by its read- 
ers, thinking, had they been in my situation, these little defects would 
“not have found a place in their minds, no not for a moment ; andit is 
my earnest desire that the same spirit may guide them while reading, 
and through life, that protected me in the deep waters. 
vas born in the year 1789, in the town of Framingham, county of 
Middlesex, state of Massachusetts, and. w e youngest daughter of 
Mr. David Sanger, a respectable citizen oe place. After having 
Spent the most of childhood in my native place, I removed with my pa- 
rents to New Hampshire, (Grafton county, town of Franconia,) where, 
some years afterwards | was marrjed to my present husband, Mr. Jas. 
plebee with whom I removed to the state of New York, in the year 
6, to the town of Groveland, county of Livingston, but had removed 


‘Vto Aurora, Erie co. previous to the perilous adventure Jam about. to 
narrate. 


_ August 12, 1833, my son James A. Applebee, came down Lake Eric, 
rom Conneaut, Ohio, in the schooner New Connecticut, Capt. Howard, 
ind owned by Gillman Applebee, of Conneaut and Mr. Isaac S. Smith, 
"Buffalo ; and requested me to return with him, and visit some of my, 


_ relatives and acquaintance in the above mentioned place, saying that he 


ame down in about fourteen hours, and 
next day, Icould go as well as not. At 


the water, and my family thought it mi 


the deep—I could not 
his Creator, and ap) 


but wonder why 
pointed 


as the vessel would sail the 
first I declined going, but the 


thoughts of seeing a favorite sister-in-law, and other relatives and ac.» 
_quaintance in so short a time overcome the ayersion Thad to crossing 


ght be advantageous to my 


health, as it was much impaired. I had but a momentary consideration 
upon it, or I should haye been. discouraged, before I started ; Speedy pre. 

_ parations were made and I soon arrived at Buffalo, at which place I tar- 

_ nied two days for wind, and on August Mth set sail mas Vi I : 

af h the day, and sometimes the motion of the vessel’ was. scavecly — 

reeptible, and I thought I never had a greater sense of my dependence i 

i tor than at that time ; a majestic solemnity appeared to rest 


; itt was very calm 


we d 
ae 


ai seh 


ee 


t 
| 
| 
the purpose for which he was nate Tw ‘0 see the wide expansive Wat 
composed of particles and run together, unperceived by the natural eye) 
far extended beyond its limits. Thus are God’s attributes combined! 
and his mercies fly swifter than the moments ; all nature appeared to fy, 
fitly adapted for the benefit of man, and that alone, and yet ubperceiye)| 
by him. But at evening our calm was interrupted by a sudden 

which lasted but a short time ; the Captain made seasonable Prepar. 
tions, all hands were engaged, the passengers refused not to lend their 
aid: in a shorttime we were out of danger, and the next morning 
half past ten we arrived at Conneaut, the place of ourdestination. Hes 
[ met my relatives with whom I had parted in their infantile days, 4a 
could scarcely discover any traces of their former features. One [y 
who formerly I had seen glowing with youth and beauty, had now be 
come faded like the rose, but acalm serenity appeared to rest upon her 
countenance more substantial and endearing, yet not so alluring, 


And all appeared to show, our short duration here below, . 


For it seemed to me but a few days since 1 saw them in the state fit 
mentioned, and the flattering prospects I then had of the pleasures « 
this life were now blasted, and I hastening to the place appointed for « 
the living. I heard of many, many of my friends who had gone befor) 
me and I yet spared, when all earthly enjoyments had fled. My mom 

ing sun arose bright and brilliant, but was soon beclouded, and the tran 
actions of twenty five ci as present as this moment, 


for one day | was appar ost in contemplation and could not forbe: 
thinking—what is man—all employed in the busy tumult of the earth 
with great anticipation—some for the honors and applause of mon, am) 
others for riches, but soon must pass.away like the grass or the flower 
of the earth, and have no share in all that’s done beneath the 
circuit. oy 
I was now at the place where I had designed to go, and where J spent 
the most part of my time, the people were professors of religion, and [ 
think well adorned their profession, After a very pleasant visit of near-| 
ly three weeks, the time of my departure drew near, and brought upon) 
mea deep solemnity, so that my sleep departed from me, and I did re- 
ally think that I had rather have died than to have started upon the wa- 
ter, I told my friends that | thought I should realize a view which I had) 
in my sleep about three years previous to that time. I had been hear- { 
a ace ei which had sunk the fall before not far from that plact} 
ae “ the crew and passengers having been lost ; this brought new : 
pet i A me, and I had about made up my mind to return in the 
pda 'y son being some acquainted with the captain, I was final] 
rf ihe ed upon to return by water. On the 4th of September Wo) 
‘ a fog, Convent fur Buffalo, in the before mentioned schooneh| 
ey Res Sone ») cargo ‘mostly wheat and flour, with one passengety 
HORI ate oe ip sell, The wind was fair, and the lake something 
that sailed aut *“ nova speedily along and soon passed two. 
sallots 4 ee R a before us, which circumstance probably caused 
chooks tart th we should uryjve at Buffalo that evening by ten ® 

ON $ sagen! y are we liable to be cut off from our anticl 
ees ie t animated with the thought of being so soon ¥ 
y tumily, but again there was something within which sf 
; Ir 
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ed to teach the reverse ; the lake looked rough—small clouds were fiy- 
ing, and every appearance filled me with dismay, A quarter pest. 12 
o'clock at noon | discovered a small black cloud arising in the west, 
which I viewed with great anxiety and to remove those terrors to which 
human nature is subject in a greater or a less degree, and as Thad no 
bible on board to refer to, ashad been my custom when hesitating on 
any point, I took my hymn book and openedto a hymn commencing 
with the following lines : 

Happy soul, thy days are ended, all thy moorning days below, 

Go by angel guards attended, to the side of Jesus go. 

I do not know but that you may think it superstitious when I tell you, 
that to this hymn I, unwaringly, opened three times in succession. I 
could not prevent its making an impression upomimy mind, for the like 
circifnstance had so often occurred with me in different situations, and 
although the hymn appeared to be consoling, yet my family twined 
around my heart. I could not, could, not give them up at first as [ ought. 
We were now in sight of the village of Erie, Pa. which seemed pleasant- 
ly situated in peace and tranquility while my mind was tossing to and 
fro with the approaching.danger. I could look aloof and see the lofty 
masts extending into the air, while beneath’ my feet almost a boundless 


deep ; the vessel appeared to meslike a bubble amid the towering waves. 


As the cloud approached, my,anxiety ine , which I mentioned to 
one of the sailors : he repliedjit was nethifg to what they sometimes 
saw, but this did not relieve my mind, forthe captain was out of health, 
im the cabin. [then asked the sailo callhim up, but they seemed 
o think it would be disturbing his unnecessarily. ‘ 

I then asked them to take in the topsail as had been done in going up, 
but they very pleasantly replied, that it was calm now, and true it was— 
they pointed to the other vessel which still had their’s up. Finding they 
were not alarmed, I went down tothe captain and heey to come 
up and see the gale of wind which was fast approaching. “But he think- 
ing I suppose, it was female timidity, and not having any particular re- 
quest from the sailors, I was still rejected. I went up once more and 
entreated them to take in the sail, telling them that though it was calm 
now, it was necessary to prepare for danger while they could, but! I'met 
with the same success as before. I thought hard of them at first, © that 
they should be so deaf to all my entreaties; but my mind’ is to the re- 
verse now, for they appeared to be sincere in what they said, and to 
act out of pure motives and certainly would do so, for their own safety 
as wellas mine. But they could not see the danger—their eyes ap- 
peared to be closed to it, when at the same time | thought it so plain, 
and it was necessary I should, or I could never have lived through such 


an awful catastrophe—my eyes appeared to be open tothe danger, and 4 


my hands bound towards doing any thing towards effecting my escape. © 
T now resigned myself to fate, thinking I had done all I could, 4. 
that it was the arm of the Omnipotent alone that could save or destr.p_ © 


While I was thus meditating, there came a gustof wind which str). 


the sails, which made the vessel tremble immediately. The car’ 
came on deck, and [ could perceive by their movements, tha’ ? 
were alarmed. The cxnlaiy Xenia spe to gointo the cabin, sa- 
it rained, and I might take cold, to which I complied, I susp 
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; 
eel Pet 
al appearance might etl me, he drew over the com. 

anion Hateh, and closed the doors, but. didnot bolt them, Whe had, | 
dee ear 1 must have been sealed; they immediately flew open 
think my : mia ae ho turned round as if to bolt them—he looked on 
dbaker eas} paused, turned back and went away. 
them and then on me—he } : A NREEY 
‘| now went into the after cabin, as unto my grave. Said I, my yoy. 
age of life is at an end—my mortal afiliction aS passed—I am now going 
to try the realities of death and eternity, which must be the inevitable 
fate of all the living. New sgenes now appeared fo my imagination. — 
: 1 don’t know how death could haye appeared to me in any more horrible 
i form than this. For the thoughts of sinking in deep waters has ever 
brought such terrors upon me as I can never express; but these thoughts 
ii of terror I banished from my mind, not suffering one to rise, knowin 
; they would overcome the natural mind, and looked directly to my Re. 
} deemer, who I believed would do all things well. I could give up my 
if all to liim, soul and body, believing he was the strong tower to which we 
iF could flee and be safe, and could save to the utmost. Under these im- 
a pressions, my mind became calm aud tranquil amid surrounding terrors. 
While I was thus meditating I thought I had something more to do. 
.L rose, went up the companion way, where I “witnessed the scene. [ 
saw the sailors bent over the railing of the vessel, and heard some call 
aloud, as I thought, for help, I have since been told that one or more 
were inthe Lake at this times I cast mys yé around, and saw the beds 
falling out of the berths, tay feet immediately slipped from the place 
; where I stood, and the water pouredinupon me. I still called upon our 
Kind Preserver to be with me, and keep his guardian angels around me, 


thought the dism 


and protect me through the shades of death. 


Tsuspect I slipped to the bottom of the vessel as she then’ lay, although 
her side when erect. I had an opportunity of eatching my breath two 
or three times, until I found myself fastened by my apparel to what I knew 
ni Pady waster strangling for breath, and as I thought expiring. I 
headers cals: for breath for a short time, being dashed ae 
I found ea Ga or the furniture, | knew not which; but all at once 
per Bei a ot pa Surprise, floating on the top of the water, in an up- 
in my hand see eet Pa, with my hymnebook and pocket handkerchiet 
Surprised to seas A pow exactly how Jong I Jay there, but was greatly 
turned Beas es . what Strength the water bore me up. Lat length 
the side when ARO epee down by the bottom of the berth, although 
am told is nok ie Place designed for sleeping, the width of which 1 
the width of my Brae feet, the height about two, ‘The former was 
Acquainted with we artment, and the latter the height; but as I am un- 

“ppropriate phrases, I may not give a 


ssels and their 
braper deseript) 
proy Scription, and as | have not seen that sinee I left my dreary a- 


vode, but I have tried to dege 


: he 5 Ph a7 : , 
hold, which Proved to be fete Ne che berth Bie Caves 


ght inches wide, and on tl acing of the berth, a board about six 


‘ 5 
q us T res ee 
he vesse] now rocked yiol a 


hig! ; ently, and every motion or plinge it made 
treet Such ¥ to ne bottom, ed motion it rigs bi its side 
nt my strangling.» ‘ead in a contrary direction from the waves to 
fo stand ina bendi ot having sufficient room to stand ereet 1 was. 
eneing posture, which brought my face within a. 


Peg ribe it as judgment will admit. - 
letting myself down in’: as near as my judgment 


sie ereremeentenine erent naan 


~reeetchnrenent se seneer 
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* would engulf me forever in the bottomless deep. 
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ree inches of the water. Being forced to stand in this position for 
bunt pee length of time, I know not how long. 1 now renewed my 
on sar a to God to be Aas me whilst in the pangs of death, and to 
cept spirit. I resigned the care of my family up to him, not for- 
erga the ship’s crew, who I thought were in as perilous danger as my- 
self, and my desires extended to all the living. ee pe 
I was now about to give myself up to the waves, as the vat in a 
| now reached my mouth. I expected every moment that the next 
2 I was about to relin- 
quish my foothold and with it my life, when the following thought ae 
in my mind: Surely God had some purpose in bringing me gee oe 
would it not be an omission of duty not to preserve life as long as possiblel 
Is not he who spoke peace:to the troubled ocean, and walled upon the 
sea able to calm these waters? Certainly, he has the same power now 
as then. I now again resumed my supplications to Him who formed the 
earth and sea to calm the raging billows and waft the vessel ashore, to 
make his power and glory knowa, if consistent with His will; but if not, 
His will not mine be done. eke g 
I continued my supplications for something like an hour, according ta 
the best ofmy judgment, when the water decreased a little, and having 
to stand thus bent, and nothing to hold by but to spread my hands upon 
the side of the berth, | now sought a different situation. I found a board 
to be loose.on the side of the vessel where I was resting, it being the 
' bottom of the berth when the yessel was erect. With this I endeavored 
to make a seat, by turning it up edgewise and placing its ends in two'sep- 
arate berths; but thé water had not decreased enough to admit of my 
setting down without being too much immersed init. Bat I could stand 
more comfortable, having the edge of the partition board to’ hold by 
and the whole width ofthe facing to stand upon. The vessel’ had now 
ceased from its violent rockings, and all at once it beéanie dark, which 
caused me to think that it was sinking, but’ its not filling, | thought 
it o violent tempest. I then felt something press hard against me, 
which’ proved to bea bed, and by the help of the water I raised it to the - 


board, thinking to make a seat, but this did not raise it enough for me to 
sit down, without bemg toomuch immersed in the water. © : es 


As the vessel now moved more calm I had leisure to ihink-of my soli- 
“tary state. I saw that my life was prolonged, but for what I knew not. 
I knew my desires in part had been §ranted, but why I was spared alive | 
still pondered. I traly thought I could realise the state of a. Jonah ; but 
why-it was thus] could not say. Yet I knew the word of Godhad said, 
hé that confesseth me before men him will I confess; which thing] had in | « 
part neglected, but thought I had a sufficient excuse for it. I now be- 
sought the Parent ofall good to shew to me if I had any secret or hidden 
sin, which might have caused this awful catastrophe, and that every st- 
‘cret thouglit, word and action, might be made known to me, which was 
offensive in his sight; that I might know iy true state before I appeared 
with disembodied saints and angels at His'tribunal. ‘The clouds of dark - 
“ness dispersed, my doubts were dissolved, and my hope returned to» —. 
again, and I forgot the place wherein | was. I eould say in God +) / 
asa fulness of love, joy and Peace; and Twas lost with bone 
ve; and although cut off from the face of the living, and almost Pe 
’ in the deep and yet alive, held up by his power and could fe 
“y ee : 
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Spirit as to banish all fears in go horrible a p\ 
gale I continued by Supplication for stvcnich at 
e through this terrible men at my faith might not fail. 
Carry this there floated up a large Cannister of tea, an onion and a 
athe eannister I placed up?" my bed, which made my seat 


influences of his 
which I so muc 


Te ccuntirtatie: I put the brusty ofthe pepe under my feet, the on. 
et kept with me during my whole confinement, except a small part 
1 


: SS istened my mouth occasionally. Isat now ver ‘5 
with 4 Lala a to the edge of the board, which stook erect tae He 
: peal board, and on this I rested my head, and being much exhausted 
T'soon fell asleep. As it was dark by the time this was accomplished, 
my sleep was sweet and pleasant. I fancied myself surrounded by a 
multitude of forms, which appeared to me mostly females, with looks of 
t love and joy in their countenances, administering consolation and I re. 

lating to them my sufferings ; and when awoke I could not fancy my. 
f selfalone. 
} Thus the night passed away, and the morning appeared, and brought 
nothing new. The water continued about the same depth in the vessel 
i as the day before, if I mistake not, for the thoughts of my body had but 
little control over my mind, never expecting to reach the shore alive, and 
I could truly say with the Poet : 


: “While blessed with the smiles ofhislove, apalace, a toy would appear, 
4 And prisons would palaces prove, if Jesus would dwell with me there.” 
t 


The terrors of sinking in the lake were all gone. I could view the 
deep waters and consider him who formed them to be the controller of 
them, and would do all things well, asd although my body sunk in the 
lake, he could raise my spirit above all sublunary things and fill my 


composure as | now do onmy bed. Thus the day glided along ; my 
only desires were to be made holy, and have a perfect knowledge of 
God. I kept the same position, and never moved my station, £. no- 


thing occurred until the aft a } thought eard 
the sound of a stea but tbe ate MERE Sa coaeae Te | 


at first positively, 
at,—night came on, 


through which I rested quite comfortably. 


eae ne 


thing of importance occurred 
ces, I sometimes thonght the 
—at other times I thought t! 
sneak : for] thought I hea: 
‘opes ; i ue 

cilia Lid it seemed amystery how they could thus do, but finding the 
which th i i 

pad teh hte the vessel, but Ihave since been informed, that the 
boat, which wai 


and asthe yesse] di 
upposed, they made r 


,not hearing the sound of any human yoi- 
ship’s crew were overboard and drowned 
heir grief was so great that they could not 


Y made for the sh, aa ‘ 
The captai 7e shore thinking they could be of no use 
fing and eae informed, returned by stage to Conneaut 


orning in search of the vessel, in hopes to ob 


lOody andi 5 
_°Y and inter it, not entertaining the least idea that it was 


soul with love, joy and peace, and I could sit and sleep with as’ much 


m boat, but the air made such a noise I could not tell — 
but it soon passed by and I heard no more of the steam — 


My sleep was quiet and refreshing, ‘Till the third day appeared, no- ; 


rd them walk on the vessel and remove the | 
rease immediately after, | fancied that was the manner in 
sse] immediately after she was capsized, in the small 


S parted from the schooner by the violence of the waves, — 
peared and sunk in deep water, as was by a : 


it started the a a, friends of the disaster that had befallen _m 


; 


FE low the facing of the berth, leaving me above the water. 
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that I was still Itving. I have been informed the vessel drifted into deep 
water, between fifteen and twenty miles, when it was arrested in its pro- 
gress by some rocks, about five miles from Portland Harbor and ges 
mile from the high banks; the first and only place it could have stoppe: 
without dashing against the rocks, where it was discovered on Thursday 
evening, by Capt. Applebee and other of my friends, who immediately 
came to the vessel, but tho lake being very rough, they were obliged to 
leaye it until Friday evening, when they came to it again and found its 
bottom stove, or its side when erect, and its cargolost. The next day, 
being Saturday the fourth day, the lake was so calm that they were en- 
abled to reach the vessel, and make particular search for me, with poles 
with hooks attached to them; and concluded I was washed into the lake, 
and searched up and down the beach, They likewise commenced right- 
ing the vessel, but were unable to accomplish their design. I have been 
informed that Capt. Norton made fiis steam boat fast to the vessel, but 
was unable to move her, she was so firm on the rocks, and was obliged 
to leave it until Monday the sixth day, when by the assistangs* of four 
vessels, were enabled to accomplish their designs. But to all this I was 
ignorant, until the latter part of the’ third day, when I thought I heard 
human voices; I concluded the prospect was more favorable, and they 
were encouraged to speak to each other. I now had a glimmering hope, 
but it soon left me, for whether we were near the high banks of lake Erie, 
or floating down Niagara river, was alike unknown to me, only I knew 
the vessel hit on rocks, and could not be in the middle of the lake. Soon 
after this, night set in, through which I rested’ comparatively well ; and 
the fourth morning appeared; the water was now at its lowest ebb be- 
I now heard 
uman voices again. About this time I began to think of food, although 
Thad no appetite for it, yet I felt the need of it. I now looked up tomy 
preserver, as a child to its earthly parent, saying, how long hath thou 


art—l ot much longer subsist—for I felt feeble and exhausted.— 
then hada cheek of conscience, for I considered our redeemer had fas~ 


allotted oa to resido in this earthly tenement—my spirit might soon de- 


water, to which I reached out and caught, and found it to be a cracker, 


and immediately after I discovered a small piece of butter floating, which. © 
_ Lalso obtained. 


> This circumstance caused ma to exclaim, 
God is here, 


_ Tealled to them once to throw me down a ro 


‘Fand be drawn out, but they not complying, L concluded th 


5 


paw. heard men’s voices distinctly onthe vessel, and sometimes spok’  ” 
, that I mig P 


~ 


. 


en. 
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hth td le; Itook the b os 
canoer, At length they put down a €5 ook the broom § 
thought ae a it, Signe if they meant that be me. I thought that 
One Tt ane and that they answered, but the answer I could not un. 
they heard T thought that I should use no presumptuous means, but b I now thought I would no more call on man, and composed myself as 
derstand. © ve Power that brought me there, and had preseryed | wellas I could, but trembling and shivering with the cold. This was 


0 7 on the same ¢ , : by So 
i Sanh Ay J remembered the words of St. Paul, Except ye abide jn | the most severe a I he ang I felt ser I oon Sy Gon 
. me : yiSe- Ih . be dt much longer; but I could realize my suilering were 0) 
the ship ye shall not be saved. ave since been told the gentleman S Although my 


“x who put down the pole felt the force of the broom, but thought his pole Redeemer’s. For I could move my Leatepean’ nae they Soret 
hit against some of the furniture, and was very positive that ifT had tak. ‘ he Fate itl blood : Wad should I attempt to des- 

en hold of it he should have dropped it, thinking it impossible for me to nailed there, and dripping Ww! Oe ia eee ee 
ty be living. ‘Their attempts to ee the Yi Bimost es whe in the Pana ae ee sant “ineapanle of st oat: trie wae 
: water. 1 called and told them they were drowning me, anc as they soon ae AGENT caused Him who was rich in glory to suffer this for me. 
desisted 1 thought pitas hee are, Leste ae ae an And although the fresh waves rolled around with perfect freedom, yet 
must have _— eS 2 ihon fone Uhadbeent looking forward into} more free than the streams of salvation issued from the throne of grace 
was to be passed ECU 4 ec ee hare aoe Laie I found} t2rough the blood of our Redeemer. ‘Thus I spent the most of the night 
fanny erecta rvae a consolation, thinking my remains with great affliction of body, but the strength ofmy mind was Spee ry 


might a washed ashore, and pute oe iety of ny ge eae aa ell woe aqrteok the men to right the vessel while on 
fancied I could see them grieve, and I wished to say to them, mourn no Rasy aiceaTy Z 

Sl cou ae ae See alee eee BES A wthe enon the rocks were invain. My sleep departed from me, for the most part 
mise aid nicl expeet to survive much longer than ihua to dopanoule of the night, and at this time I should-have been glad to have had death 


: £ at ut an end to my misery, ifit had been agreeable to the will of God.— } 
God permit, for I had become feeble and quite benumbed: The falling peo 5 ee : 
ofthe water and the circulation of the Lo me more sensible of the Towards day I fell asleep, and when I awoke I found my head resting o 


Slane ais Thad gotit HE vor my right arm, and my face very near the water- T now had anoth- ; 
severity ofthe weather. My apparel was quite light, I had got it much F 6, assurance that the Omnipotent wasmy preserver ; for 1 found on wa e 3 
torn in the vessel, and that part of it which remained on me was wet and § 


h p king,that if I pad let go with my hands from the board, by which I sup } 
cold, which made the weather seem more severe than when in the water. a myself when asleep, I must have‘most certainly plunged into th’ ; 
Inow wrapped about me a sailor's jacket, which had previously come up} deep water, which filled the body ofthe vessel, and been drowned ; bu’ ~ : 

to me, afier wringing it out as well as my feeble hands would admit.—} yyy Preserver watched over me and the blow was arrested. I now a 
This in a measure protected me from the air. » | gain felt the need of food, it being the sixth day of my captivity. Ino» 
took the cannister of tea, which [ found the water had penetrated, an 
poured out, all the liquid, which was probably about a gill, and drank r 
which somewhat reanimated me, and seemingly gave me strength t 
pass through the trying scene which was just before me. I likewis 
sought for the cracker, but I could not find it, and concluded that it hs 
become dissolved in the tea. 

This morning I found the men engaged very early on the vessel, ar 
could hear different voices in every direction, and { concluded we hi : 
come to some harbor. I have since understood that four vessels we 
fastened to the one I wasin. I wondered that they did not try to relie: 
me, and had numerous thoughts aboutit, which perhaps it might be unn 
cessary torelate. I called and asked them to open a place in the si 
of the vessel, that I might be relieved from my situation ; but receivi 
no answer, and finding they were doing nothing towards it, I took t 
_ broom and rapped as hard as1 could on Sho side or top ofthe vessel a: ; © i 
now lay. Still receiving no reply, and finding that they had comin« é ms 
ced righting her, I began to conceive my solitary state was unknown - 
hem: and as they continued to raise the vessel, my state became mi: + 
eplorable, for the cabin was full of water, and the berth almost. In + 4 

~ught my time could not be long. I now made anestimation of h + 
ould have to walk to reach the companion way, whieli I conc] 
out 10 feet; and I concluded the water to be about sevens — 
sof the water inthe berth. I now formed the design 


their being much fatigued. Tho water had lowered about two or three 
} inches, and I told them it would do. 


hands were clenched to the board, 


It had again become night, and I composed myself to rest ; my sleep If 
believe was never more refreshing. I now could realize from whence 
every blessing flowed. The wind this night was yery high—the vessel 
was tossing to and from the rocks, and dashed about as if coming all into | 
pieces. The crockery and furniture was rattling in the cabin, yet I 
could awake and hear it, and immediately fall tosleep again. Although 
lexpected every minuto the vesse] would part assunder, and I be thrown 
a se Jake ; but J telt safe in the arms of my Preserver, believing that” 
Gea ae a be done for the best. 1 could say, thy will be done, O 

Thu oe a art holy, just and true in all thy ways and doings. 
which a fourth night passed away, and the Sabbath mora appeared, 
tified risin are calm. The water in the vessel began to rise, and con- 
driven are through the day, J have since learned that the vessel was 
the morni eee in the night, by the violence of the wind, and was 1 
now finn ot fi ifting up the Lake, hg water appeared colder to me 
the change ae whether occasioned by my being more chilled, or by 

s, Waist and I bee mosphere, I knew not. ‘The water had risen above my 
erd, not bebaiee extremely cold. I now called aloud to Capt. How, 
1 3ut heappeare: ora but that man did a little towards my preservat 
f2bger than was ne ought very negligent about it, and délayed- 6S 
wrhim moving Geet 5 but after a. great while 1 thous 

8 Uae ropes very moderately, L supposed in come, 
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; ater Into the cabin, and walking out through the 
plunging shross® i hater till the water I thought would soon fl the 
companion Way. hen put my design in execution. I was suc. 
] where I was, and then p 5 uc 
as ‘ne the cabin, and walked under the water I should think 
cessful in reaching the cabin, 1d find batt - 
far es the companion way, but could find no place to go out at, my 
Pe being closed, it was of course quite dark, Beginning to strangle for 
heath 1 endeavored to retrace my steps and regain my former situa. 
ear which by the help of God I was enabled toreach. I have since f 
been told the companion way was two feet under water at this time, and 
had I haye gone out I must haye gone into the Lake. Thad now relin- 
quished nearly all hope of getting out alive. After anticipating again 
meeting my family and friends, to relinquish all hope was a trying scene 
tome. I thought if! could but see them for an hour ora minute, and 
tell them of God’s care over me, and charge them to be faithful in his 
service, I should be willing to give them up. I now feared I had not 
been resigned to God’s will, in atlempting to go out, as I was unsuccess- 
ful. 1 feared my heart had been divided towards my family, and I had 
not given up all to God, and about made up my mind to stay where I was, 
unless carried out by the same hand that brought me there. My state 
had now become more deplorable than ever, being wholly under water, 
except my face and the top of my head. It was now sometime before 5 
they commenced raising the vessel, and I have since been told that they 
had broken something about the vessel, which detained them.” I now hai 
sufficient leisure to take a full view and have a realizing sense of the sit 
tion | was in. I knew the next hoist of the vessel would fill my apartment. 
{could hear them busily engaged about it, and knew what they were a- 
bout would deprive me of life, unless prevented by the strong arm of Om- § 
nipotence. 1 could see the watery element all around me, just ready to” 
take my breath. I thought if 1 could have conveyed my mind to’ some 
one on deck, and been assured that they would have been faithful in in. f_ 
forming my family, I could have died more satisfied; for 1 knew that 1 
had been backward in speaking of Him, whose goodness-had been so 
great to me, and now that privilege was gone from me forevers +I tho’t 
my voice would no more be heard on earth. I once thought of attempt: | 
ing to write with a pin on the side ofthe berth the particular serisations of 
my mind, but J soon saw the futility of this idea. First, I had not sufli- 
cient strength in my fingers to write with a pin, and even if I could hav 
wrote, and had, perehance it might never be seen. Nor could I have 
hinted upon all the points that { wished; for I had seen with the eye, 
heard with the ear, and understood with the heart, that which carried it, 
beyond a doubt; but He who knoweth all things, knew what he was a 
bout to doto make his power and glory known, but kept it from me to 
provt my faith and obedience.% = : iy 
T now hesitated, lest I should not be resigned to God in attemptin’ 
Bet out ; but after thinking of the dangers I had past through, an 
pid mercies I had received by his kind protecting care over me, 
=o ad esi} ie my life through the deep waters, I thought it would be) 
Wersbrer Aa ine, not to do all in my power to preserve my life, and 
\ ed myself to the water, as obeying his commands, saying és 


* O who has fonnd out God i tan: 
y a. u to y o> 
ow his secret will, for he bestobenrea pistes Fey i 

% granted before it proceedeth from the mouth. Jd 


zi 


_ _cried out, see the dead woman walk. It was truly a surprising thing to 


-_ yemuneration. 


- received from my friends ans ; i 
i : 2 im pres ion on my mind; but feelings of Ses ay a love Sa 


or al 
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protect me as'thow seest fit.” I found a very hard str 

through the water. It was quite dark, and bactniiie res othictaee 
I was about to give up my life, and relinquish myself unto death ; when 
lo! I discovered a light close by my side, for I was passing by the com. 
panion way unknown to me. I turned, and stepped one step, and the 


_ . water appeared to help me up, just at the critical moment when they were 


raising the stairs; and one moment more delay would have been too late 
for me. 4 

I was caught on my emerging from the cabin by my nephew, Capt. f 
Gilman Applebee. Hearing his yoice was very surprising to me, ex- / 
pecting the disaster of the vessel was yet unknown to my friends. [next : 
saw my son, who immediately turned round and wept, not thinking but 


that it was my corpse that emerged from the cabin. I thensawa num- z 
ber of gentlemen from Conneaut, with whom I was acquainted, and ; 
_ whom I left at that place when I started. They, as well as the vessels 4 
appeared strange to me. I fancied we had beat back to Conneaut har- j 


bor and asked ifit were not so; but they declined telling, I suspect for 
fear, of frightening me; knowing we were one mile from shore, and five 
from Portland harbor. At the time of emerging from the cabin, the 
most of the sailors stood motionless, until- being reproved by a comman- 
der, when they cried out, a woman! a woman! coming up out of the wa- 
ter. Upon hearing which, he became as motionless as they. Some 


them all. I should think there were between 40 and 50 persons on 
b the vessels. 

‘| was taken into another vessel, C® 8d the Packet ; and by the assis- 
tance of a lady passenger, I had my wet clothes changed for dry ones, 
my own being then lost in the Lake; and then took my leave of the 
high banks of Lake Erie, and with a fair wind soon reached Portland 
harbor. At which place I was soon received by the inhabitants of that 
vicinity in a very kind and hospitable manner, and who will ever be en- 
titled to my most sincere respects. I was taken to Mr. Eliphalet Tin- 
ker’s, an Innkeeper of that village, and after remaining at his house four 
days, I found myself so far recovered as to be able to ride out,and ina. + 
bout a week afterwards I took my departure from Portland and itskind —_ 
inhabitants, and started for my home in company with my husband, who 
came out to see me on the seventh day ofmy restoration, which was the 
very day appointed for my funeral at Aurora. I tarried two days in ~ 
Westfield till I was able to take the stage, and return home to Aurora, 
where I met my friends and relatives, like one who had arose from the 
dead, even with their mourning apparel. My healthis pretty much res- oe 
tored, but my fingers I fear will never regain their former strength. , 

I shall always retain feelings of strong gratitude towards Doctors 
Bradley, Fisk and Gale, for their hufMuno attentions to me, and profes. _ J 
sional services while at Portland, for which they declined receiving any 
‘Also, the kindness, asistii®e and humane assistance 1 

and other individuals, has made a deep and las- 


towards that Being who rules the uni 
EE Se was dg ecaere Shiwieys pie y 
* rescuing me from the very jaws of d 


Sai 


eae 
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The following are the names of some of those who were present at the ; 

time of my emerging from the cabin: 
Capt. Soaper, commander of one of the vessels ; Capt. John Vail, Si. 

las Howard, Theodore Howard, Edward Rodgers, Walter Atwell, Capt. 

Gilman Applebee, Calvin Applebee, Elisha Whitmore, Joseph Whitmore, | 

Henry Whitmore, Horace Snow, Lyman Wood, Joseph Benjamin, 4 
On deck, when the vessel capsized, Capt. Howard, Dolphin Gilbert, 

David Ford, and George Vanteeth. 


MARY APPLEBEE. | 
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